Clinical Observation Checklist
Professional Observation Report
Note: This document contains professional observations of the integumentary and musculoskeletal systems as noted during the grooming process. It is provided for clinical review and does not constitute a medical diagnosis.
Patient Information
· Pet Name: ____________________ Species/Breed: ____________________
· Date of Observation: ____________________
· Groomer/Observer: ____________________

Section 1: Anatomical Mapping
Identify the location of findings using the following terminology:
· Cranial (Toward the head) | Caudal (Toward the tail)
· Dorsal (Back/Top) | Ventral (Belly/Underside)
· Lateral (Sides) | Medial (Inside of limbs)
Location(s) of Note: _____________________________________________________

Section 2: Objective Observations (The 1–5 Scale)
Rate the severity of the findings based on the Summit Reference Guide:
	Category
	Score (1–5)
	Specific Findings (Symmetry, Color, Texture)

	Skin/Integument
	
	(e.g., Erythema, Seborrhea, Lesions)

	Coat Condition
	
	(e.g., Alopecia, Matting, Brittleness)

	Lumps/Masses
	
	(e.g., Pedunculated, Subcutaneous, Firm)

	Ears/Otics
	
	(e.g., Exudate, Inflammation, Odor)

	Mobility/Gait
	
	(e.g., Ataxia, Stiffness, Sensitivity to touch)



Section 3: Clinical Shorthand & Notes
Use professional terminology for efficient communication:
· Findings: _____________________________________________________________
· History (Hx): ___________________________________________________________
· Client Communication: ___________________________________________________

Section 4: Professional Signature
This report is a record of professional observations made by a Professional Groomer during the standard grooming process. These findings are based on a physical assessment of the integumentary and musculoskeletal systems and are intended for clinical review by a licensed veterinarian. This document is an observational tool only and does not constitute a medical diagnosis, prognosis, or treatment plan.
Observer Signature: __________________________________ Date: ___________



How to use this checklist:
1. Mark the Map: Use the anatomical terms to pinpoint exactly where the issue is.
2. Assign the Score: Use your 1–5 Scale Reference Guide to provide an objective grade.
3. Bridge the Gap: Use the Veterinary Shorthand List to describe the findings (e.g., use "Erythema" instead of "redness").
4. The 1–5 Severity Scale Reference Guide
5. This guide provides the objective criteria for the "Score" column on your Clinical Observation Checklist.
	Score
	Clinical Status
	Observational Criteria

	1
	Optimal
	Clear skin, no debris, full coat, normal range of motion.

	2
	Mild
	Slight dryness, minor matting, or trace ear debris. No inflammation.

	3
	Moderate
	Visible erythema (redness), significant matting, or waxy discharge.

	4
	Severe
	Open lesions, heavy exudate (discharge), or notable pain on touch.

	5
	Critical
	Ulcerated skin, systemic lethargy, or inability to support weight.



